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’medical profession, as I have said, is largely silent as to this
’theory, the physicists work on and occasionally pause tic
ask some awkward questions, the geologists are its damaging
-and half-hearted allies, the theologians prepared to swallow
whatever is presented to them by the scientists of the day,
’and the opposition of the archaeologists, with their recorde
on stone and in writing of some fifty centuries, and of the
yhilologists and historians slowly and steadily growing.
3. How stands this theory to-day amongst its greatest
exponents ? How do Darwin, A. R. Wallace, Spencer,
Haeckel, Romanes, Weissmann, the popular author of
"The Ascent of Man," and, lastly, Professor Huxley
stand towards one another ? In 1883, at Cambridge, Pro.
fessor Huxley, in words which should be graven in the
rock, said that" from the time when he first read Charles
’Darwin’s ’Origin of Species,’ now some twenty-five years
ago, his mind had fixed itself upon the tenth chapter of that
book, which treated of the succession of forms in geological
’times, for it appeared to him that, if the doctrine of evolution
was correct, the facts of palaeontology, as soon as they
-became known, must bear it out and verify it in every parti-
- oular." How is this condition being fulfilled, with eleven years
- of investigation added? But poorly, it would seem. Ten years
after that date Professor Huxley delivered the Romanes Lec-
ture for 1893, and called it "Evolution and Ethics." The title,
’with its significant conjunction, perhaps unconsciously chosen,
- could not have been better adapted to express the keynote
of the whole lecture-that evolution and ethics are two
separate matters, and here stands Professor Huxley to prove
stoutly, if somewhat sadly, that the two have very little to
do with one another. He goes very near to supposing a new
force in the universe other than evolution, though he appears
not to despair that all things will yet be reconciled by this
’theory of evolution. A few sentences from this lecture may
be quoted in illustration : " For his successful progress,
as tar as the savage state, man has been largely
indebted to those qualities which be shares with the
ape and tiger ; in extreme cases he does his best
to put an end to the survival of the fittest of
former days with axe and rope." "The optimism of
’our philosophers ...... prevented them from seeing that
cosmic nature is no school of virtue, but the head-
- ’quarters of the enemy of ethical nature." "Let us under-
stand, once for all, that the ethical progress of society
depends, not on imitating the cosmic process, still less in
running away from it, but in combating it." "As the immoral
-sentiments have no less been evolved [than the moral
’sentiments there is, so far, as much natural sanction for the
one as the other. The thief and murderer follow nature as
=much as the philanthropist." Professor Huxley also points
out that the theory of evolution had its antique forerunners in
the philosophies and religion of Hindustan and in Buddhism,
and among the early Greeks and their followers the Stoics.
Later he says : " Modern thought is making a fresh start
from the base whence the Indian and Greek philosophy set
- out; and, the human mind being very much what it was six
and twenty centuries ago, there is no ground for wonder if it
presents indications of a tendency to move along the old lines
to the same results." He refrains from describing those
,results as seen to-day in the millions of Hindustan, that
’third part of the human race who embrace Buddhism, and
the successors of the Greeks if they exist at all, excepting
that he speaks elsewhere of the "marvellous success" of
Buddhism. What kind of "evolution" and results of
the early teachings of evolution have we here ? As we
listen to the Babel voices of science on this subject we
may well demand a pause and take our soundings. Some
will fairly ask, "What disproof of this theory has been
offered ?" Surely none such is needed. There are many
indications that if this theory, which was never wanted,
be steadily faced and confronted with facts from many
sources, in a few more years we may witness its reverent
interment at the hands of some professor of the twentieth
century. For those who seek by this theory a road out
of the bondage of faith there is small comfort. The
object of faith alone is transferred. They will seek
deliverance by a theory which was pronounced "un-
imaginable" by Weissmann, and which demands greater
faith-nay, credulity-than any principle of design in the
creation and ordering of the universe, in a small planet
of which we live out our little lives. ’
I am, Sirs, yours faithfully, i
WALTER KIDD.
Montpelier-row, Blackheath, S.E., Oct. 18th, 1894.
"SCHOOL ATTENDANCE AND DIPHTHERIA."
To tke Editors of THE LANCET.
SIRs,-The letter of Mr. Biddle, following on his previous
one of July 28th last, will, I trust, receive the attention it so
certainly deserves. In support of Mr. Biddle’s contention I
may perhaps be allowed to quote from a paper communi-
cated by me to the Public Health Section of the British
Medical Association at Bristol last August, and entitled
"The Etiology of Diphtheria in relation to Insanitation" :
"Readily admitting the importance of infection by personal
contagion and school influence,’ I cannot think that
this element is other than one of propagation and
dissemination. Where by this agency epidemics of ’simple
sore-throats ’ develop into outbreaks of true diphtheria
marked evidences of insanitation in the school buildings
or in the dwellings of the pupils attacked have in-
variably been noted. This of course suggests agreement
with the views of Dr. Airy and Dr. Thorne as to a
’progressive development of the property of infective-
ness,’ to which as a clinician I cordially give adhesion ; only
I go further in expressing my conviction that not only are
epidemics of simple sore-throat’ almost invariably the
result of insanitation, but also that their development into
true diphtheria is rapid and complete in proportion to the
degree of insanitation of the surroundings of the infected
districts and of the individuals first attacked. The school
il.1flaence ’ is naturally more pronounced with the increased
virulence of the infectiveness." Accompanying my paper
was a tabular abstract of all the published reports of the
Local Government Board-forty-three in number-on out-
breaks of diphtheria during twelve years, between 1882 and
1894. In ten of these the cause assigned by the reporter
was contagion, while in others in which insanitation was the
principal assigned cause dissemination by schools was also
noted. In seven of the ten cases the contagion was assigned to
" school influence," and all these ten cases were found to be
associated with grave sanitary defects of some kind. To give
but one example, the outbreak at Derry Hill, concerning
which the deputed medical inspector of the Local Govern-
ment Board reported, July 10th, 1893, that there was an
absence of all drainage and sewerage, with a soil favourable to
soakage : the water-supply was mainly from foul wells ; the
privies were of a primitive description, and many were in bad
repair. "Diphtheria had been more or less prevalent for
some years-how many years it is difficult or perhaps impos-
sible to say." In addition, complaint was made by the
inhabitants of unsavoury odour emanating from a sewage
farm in the district. The inspector’s opinion was that to
the nuisance of neither sewage work nor unwholesome
domestic conditions could he directly attribute the diph-
theria. It is doubtful in the circumstances of insanitation
reported in this and other like cases whether such an opinion
would be generally accepted.
I am, Sirs, yours faithfully,




To the Editors of THE LANCET.
SIRS, -It is quite time something was done to give medical
witnesses attending police-courts, sessions, and assizes fees
commensurate with the services rendered by them at these
courts. I was very glad, therefore, to see the special article
in THE LANCET of the 13th inst. bearing upon this much
neglected question of fees. Practitioners are now paid under
the Acts of Sir George Grey of Feb. 9th, 1858, and Feb. 14tb,
1863, which revoked the Act of the seventh year of the reign
of King George IV., cap. 64, and divers other Acts of Parlia-
ment." The fees under Sir George Grey’s Acts are as follows :-
Attending before magistrates within a distance not exceeding
two miles, 10s. 6d. ; beyond two miles, &pound;1 1s. ; mileage not
to exceed 3d. each way. Attending at sessions or assizes,
-CL ls. per diem ; mileage the same as before magistrates.
Second-class fare only is allowed. 2s. 6d. for the night at
assizes, 2s. at sessions. It is simply monstrous to offer such
fees to medical men. Police surgeons, whom these fees more
especially affect, in many cases have large private practices.
h’cr them to leave their homes means a considerable loss to
them, whatever fee they get, but to cffer them one guinea for
a day’s work is simply an insult. Whether a medical witness
